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Dear Friends, 

What defines success? What combination of words on a page 

conveys passion for a vision or mission? Who defines the quality 

of life or educational opportunities for another human being?  

 

These all are questions inherent in the daily business of the 

charitable foundation. Success for us can be measured in a smile 

from a student who received a braille writer, a thank you from a 

parent or teacher for support, or dollars that enable us to fund 

assistive technology and scholarships.  Words can be powerful, 

but we have found that it is what can be accomplished through 

human to human contact that enables the foundation to impact 

the lives of blind and visually impaired children on a daily basis.  

We also find that it is not for us to define a student’s path but to 

provide all the resources and means necessary to ensure their 

success. 

 

Building relationships with the Kentucky School for the Blind and talking to teachers 

of the visually impaired statewide has enabled the foundation to be mission driven.  I 

am very proud of the our dedicated Board of Directors and staff that work to support 

the Kentucky School for the Blind and programs for blind and visually impaired 

children all over the state.  We provide much-needed assistive technology, braille 

writers, grants, and scholarships to a population that will benefit by becoming 

independent, well-educated citizens of this great Commonwealth.   

 

Let us not forget to show appreciation for the many kind and generous individuals, 

businesses, and civic organizations that help us fulfill our mission through their 

support and donations.  I often refer to a quote by Helen Keller that is so relevant to 

our daily work, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  

 

We are honest, dedicated, compassionate, and clear in our mission to make a 

difference in the lives of the blind and visually impaired.  Remaining true to these 

values defines a successful year for the foundation. 

 

Sincerely, 

Board of Directors 

Dr. Denise Gray-Lackey 

President 
 

J. Gary Mudd 

Vice President 
 

William Beavin 

Treasurer 
 

Will D. Evans 

Secretary 
 

Ralph Bartley, Ph.D. 

James Ballinger 

Ed Binford 

Joanna Gnau 

Graham Honaker 

Carla Manning 

Hon. Michael McDonald 

Walter R. Munday 

Bill Pfund 

Denise M. Placido 

Charles E. Ricketts, Jr. 

John Roberts 

Dr. Tuck Tinsley III 

 

Staff 

Rick Ricks 

Executive Director 
 

Stacy Arnett 

Administrative Assistant 

Page 2 

Rick Ricks 

Executive Director 

Vision 

Rick Ricks 

Executive Director 

Dr. Denise Gray-Lackey 

President, Board of Directors 

Denise Gray-Lackey 

President 

Board of Directors 



Founded in 1984, the Kentucky School for the 

Blind Charitable Foundation is a 501(c)3 

organization dedicated to serving students in 

Kentucky who are blind or visually impaired.  

The foundation primarily distributes funds to 

assist and financially support the Kentucky 

School for the Blind and its statewide outreach 

programs that serve students and their families 

in Kentucky’s 176 school districts.  The 

foundation also makes grant funding available 

to agencies and activities that advance issues 

related to the blind and visually impaired.  The foundation’s goal is to make a 

difference by supporting academic and cultural opportunities as well as resources and 

assistive technology that enable blind and visually impaired students to lead 

independent, productive and successful lives.  The foundation strives to fulfill its 

mission through funding grants, awarding scholarships, providing access to assistive 

technology, and other supportive endeavors. 

The Kentucky School for the Blind Charitable Foundation plays a significant role in 

putting braille writers into the hands of those who are blind or visually impaired.  

Over the years, the charitable foundation has provided over 400 braille writers to 

students and adults across Kentucky.  A braille writer is a device 

(similar in concept to a typewriter) that allows students to produce 

braille.  The expense of each machine (at $690) makes the loan 

program significantly valuable in assisting blind and visually 

impaired students with schoolwork as well as aiding adults in the 

workforce.  In 2010, the charitable foundation loaned $14,490 

worth of braille writers to blind and visually impaired students in  

Jefferson, Clinton, Daviess, Fayette, Garrard, Hardin, Madison, 

Montgomery, Oldham, Pike and Warren counties.   

Overview 

Braille Writers 
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Scholarships 
The Kentucky School for the Blind Charitable Foundation offers financial support to 

blind and visually impaired students in Kentucky through two scholarship programs.  

The Will Evans Scholarship provides financial assistance for blind and visually 

impaired students who want to pursue post-secondary education.  In 2010, the 

charitable foundation awarded $7,397 in scholarship funding. 

 

The Joseph Kuczwara Scholarship Award is an 

annual $500 scholarship awarded to a Kentucky 

School for the Blind (KSB) graduating senior in 

recognition of having a positive attitude, good 

citizenship, exemplar leadership, and sincere 

service to others.  The student is nominated by staff 

of the Kentucky School for the Blind.  KSB senior 

Jessica Martin received the 2010 Joseph Kuczwara 

Scholarship Award. 

Both scholarship awards are named for founders of 

the charitable foundation. 



Kentucky School for the Blind 2010-2011 Grant 

The organization that receives the 

largest amount in grant funding 

through the foundation is the 

Kentucky School for the Blind 

(KSB).  The grant helps to support 

student awards, curriculum and 

programming, career and technical 

education, technology and outreach 

services that affect students across 

the state.  The charitable foundation 

awarded the Kentucky School for the Blind $147,279 in grant funding for the 2010-

2011 school year.  (Pictured left to right: Mr. John Roberts, Director of Instruction for KSB and 

Mr. Rick Ricks, Executive Director for the Kentucky School for the Blind Charitable Foundation) 
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Grants 
The Kentucky School for the Blind Charitable Foundation 

provides grant funding to blind and visually impaired 

individuals and groups/organizations who serve those who 

are blind or visually impaired.  Listed below are some of 

the grants funded in 2010: 

 

Visually Impaired Preschool Services outreach program 

Central Kentucky Radio Eye radio reading program 

Kentucky School for the Blind Middle and High School Weekend Retreat 

Lions Camp Crescendo facility maintenance (camp for youth with disabilities) 

Bill Roby Junior Olympic Track & Field Games 

Spanish emersion class trip to Ecuador for a blind 

     collegiate student attending Jefferson Community & 

     Technical College 

Two sets of goalball goals for the Kentucky 

     Association of Blind Athletes  

Accessibility software for two students attending 

     the Kentucky School for the Blind 

Digital book player for a student in Alexandria, KY 

BrailleNote for a student in Lexington, KY 

Assistive technology for a student in Glasgow, KY 

Tuition assistance for a visually impaired student 

     attending Jefferson Community & Technical College 

Repairs for a Kentucky School for the Blind student’s CCTV  
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Over 130 people wined and dined the 

night away at the An Exceptional 

Affair event held in March at 

Limestone Restaurant to benefit the 

Kentucky School for the Blind 

Charitable Foundation.  Patrons 

enjoyed a delectable five-course meal 

prepared by renowned Chef Jim 

Gerhardt, wine provided by Southern 

Wine & Spirits, and classical music 

beautifully played by violinist 

Barbara Henning.  Guest bartender 

Bill Samuels, Jr., President of 

Maker’s Mark Bourbon Whiskey 

kept everyone entertained along 

with emcee Barry Bernson , co-

anchor of WDRB Fox in the 

Morning.  The annual event and 

silent auction raises over $8,900 in 

support of the charitable 

foundation’s mission. 

Bank.  The event helped raise 

over $9,900 for the charitable 

foundation thanks to the 

dedicated golfers, donors, 

sponsors, and volunteers who 

helped make the event such a 

success. 

The 12th Annual 

Kentucky School for 

the Blind Charitable 

Foundation Golf Scramble was held in 

September at Fuzzy Zoeller’s Covered 

Bridge Golf Club.  A total of 18 teams 

took to the course for a charitable 

cause in support of making a 

difference in the lives of blind and 

visually impaired students in 

Kentucky.  In anticipation of winning 

some great prizes, golfers participated 

in a putting contest, closest to the pin, 

most accurate drive, and Beat the Pro 

competitions as well as a Hole-in-One 

contest sponsored by Stock Yards 

An Exceptional Affair - Evening of Dinner, Wine & Music 

12th Annual Golf Scramble 
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Statement of Financial Position 
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 ASSETS 

Cash         $    187,738  $    164,340 

Certificates of Deposit             293,190    

Investments           1,170,305        732,507 

Investments (limited)          6,983,204     7,110,597 

Interest receivable                 1,545            1,507 

Prepaid expenses and other                2,297            3,322 

Property and equipment, net of accumulated depreciation            2,002            2,716 

 TOTAL ASSETS         8,640,281     8,014,989 

  

 LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

 

LIABILITIES 

Grants payable                60,634            3,000 

Accrued expenses                 5,933            3,646 

 TOTAL LIABILITIES             66,567           6,646 

 

NET ASSETS 

Unrestricted 

 Available for operations         1,582,223        886,534 

 Board designated                6,285            8,496 

 Invested in property and equipment              2,002            2,716 

 Total Unrestricted Net Assets        1,590,510        897,746 

Temporarily restricted          1,665,727     1,793,120 

Permanently restricted          5,317,477     5,317,477 

Total Restricted Net Assets         6,983,204     7,110,597 

 TOTAL NET ASSETS         8,573,714     8,008,343 

 

 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS   $ 8,640,281  $ 8,014,989 

June 30,              2010        2009 



Associated Insurance Service, Inc. 

American Printing House for the Blind 

ARCO Aluminum 

Association Headquarters, Inc. 

Ballinger McClain PLLC 

B-Dry Systems of Louisville 

Blue Grass Council of the Blind 

Circle K Midwest 

Cotton + Allen 

D.D. Williamson 

The Eye Care Institute 

Dr. Terry L. Goodman - Eye Mart 

     Family Vision Care 

First Capital Bank of Kentucky 

Gannett Foundation 

Gohmann Asphalt & Construction 

Green Meadow Village 

HumanWare 

Jacob C. Koch Charitable Trust 

Jefferson Community & 

     Technical College 

Jerome R. Clay & Associates 

Kentucky Association of Blind Athletes 

Kentucky Council of the Blind 

Kentucky Lions Eye Foundation 

Kentucky School for the Blind 

     Staff & Students 

Kosair Charities 

Lab Computers, Inc. 

L & N Federal Credit Union 

Link Financial Services 

Louisville Downtown Lions Club 

Louisville East Lions Club 

The Lyndon & Helen M. Schmid 

     Foundation 

Merrill Lynch - The Mitchell/ 

     Kelly Group 

Middleton Reutlinger 

Middletown Lions Club 

North Oldham Lions Club 

Opal Godfrey Brennan Trust 

Pat's Steak House 

Phi Theta Kappa - Iota Eta Chapter 

PNC Bank 

Ricketts Law Offices 

St. Clair Construction 

Simon Underwood & Associates, PSC 

Southern Wine & Spirits of Kentucky 

Stock Yards Bank 

System Solutions of Kentucky, Inc. 

Visually Impaired Preschool Services 

William M. Wood Foundation 

World Buying Service 

 Ms. Cindy Adair 

Mr. Joe Altobellis 

David and Stacy Arnett 

Mr. Ken Bader 

Mr. and Mrs. James Ballinger 

Ms. Nancy Barbati 

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Bartley 

Rob and Andrea Bayard 

Ms. Nona Bazzell 

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Beavin 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Belko 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Binford 

Ms. Kristin Binkowski 

     and Mr. Forrest Kuhn 

Ms. Beth Bollnow 

Mr. Charles "Burt" Boyer 

Bob and Jeanie Brasher 

Mr. Daryl Carlson 

Ms. Megan Charlop 

Ms. Margaret Chase 

Ms. Alma Chriswell 

Ms. Pam Coe 

Ms. Robbin Cox 

Mr. Jordan Culp 

Mitch and Carol Dahmke 

Mr. Bill Davis 

Mr. Joseph Dues 

Mr. Dave Dunbar 

Charles and Leanne Edelen 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Eisenbeis 

Mr. William Elrod 

Mr. Jerry Ennis 

Mr. and Mrs. Will Evans 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Filcik 

Mr. Arthur Fischer 

Mr. George Fischer 

Dr. Betsy Flener 

Mr. Norwood Ford, Jr. 

David and Joanna Gnau 

Mr. David Goldner 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Graft 

Dr. Denise Gray-Lackey 

     and Mr. Michael Lackey 

Rob and Pam Gutmann 

Ms. Kristen Hammond 

Ms. Susan Hankins 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hershberger 

Mr. Roy Hill 

George and Kathy Hocker 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hoertz 

Nolan and Theresa Hulsey 

Ms. Melinda Jackson 

Ms. Linda Jewell 

Mike and Cathy Johnson 

Mr. Ronald Jones 

Alex and Marilyn Kawa 

Mr. David King 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Knight 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Koller, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kuczwara 

Mr. John Link 

Mr. Leopold Loeb 

Mr. Joel Logan 

Ms. Jean Londeree 

Ms. Barbara Malone 

Ms. Joyce Maloney 

Peter and Carla Manning 

Mr. and Mrs. Richmond Marcy 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Mayes 

Mr. Patrick McBride 

Hon. and Mrs. Michael McDonald 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Minrath 

Ms. Jeanie Montgomery 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Mudd 

Ms. Diane Nelson 

Rev. Robert Osborne 

Mr. and Mrs. Walt Oster 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Wallace Oyler, Sr. 

Donors 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Pfund 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pingry 

Tony and Denise Placido 

Ms. Mona Reid 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ricketts, Jr. 

Mr. Rick Ricks and 

     Ms. Nancy Lacewell 

Mr. John Roberts 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Roby, Jr. 

Mr. Bill Roby, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Romanelli 

Adam and Carla Ruschival 

Mr. Jim St. Clair 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sanders 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schneider 

Mr. Edward Seitz, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Shawler 

Ms. Brittany Shawler 

Ms. Barbara Shea 

Dr. and Mrs. David Small 

Ms. Mary Ellen Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. James Stevens 

Ms. Meg Stone 

Dr. and Mrs. Tuck Tinsley III 

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Veeneman 

Mr. Richard Venhoff 

William and Sue Vititoe 

Mr. Dennis Welch 

Ms. Tressa Whittington 

     and Mr. Kory Wallinga 

Ms. Kelsie Whitworth 

Mr. and Mrs. Glynn Whobrey 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wiese 

Jim and April Wright 

Mr. J. D. Young 

Ms. Kimberly Zeek's Ninth 

     District Third Grade Class 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Zurkuhlen 

Appreciation 

The Kentucky School for the Blind Charitable Foundation extends a heartfelt thank you to the following donors 

for their generosity and support of the charitable foundation in 2010. 

We make every effort to ensure 
accuracy and apologize for any 
errors or omissions.  Please 
contact us at (502) 897-3990 or 
contactus@ksbcf.org with any 
corrections. 
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214 Haldeman Avenue 

Louisville, KY  40206 

(502) 897-3990 

(502) 897-3194 Fax 

www.ksbcf.org 


